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fiendish glee at having himself escaped justice at the cost of his
accomplice's life. The malevolence and hideous levity of the
wretch shocked even the hardened warders. "When the sands
of time were for him* well-nigh sunk, Burke, who since his
condemnation had shewn no emotion whatever, was seen to be
sensibly perturbed. His ghostly counsellor, believing his
conscience to be at length awakened, hopefully asked what was
worrying him. "I think,*' said Burke musingly, "I am
entitled, and ought to get that five pounds from Dr. Knox
which is still unpaid on the body of the woman Docherty."
"Why," exclaimed the other, "for. Knox lost by the trans-
action, as the body was taken from him!" "That was not
my business," sharply retorted the penitent. "I delivered the
subject, and he ought to have kept it." He explained that he
needed the money for a new coat, as he wished on his last
public appearance "to be respectable"! The blend of callous
selfishness and conceit is noteworthy. When Dr. Knox first
met his students after the Christmas recess and the revelations
of the trial, he announced to his class in his introductory
lecture, with reference to the widespread censure of his
conduct in relation to the crimes: "I will do just as I have
done heretofore." The intellectual arrogance of the man,
his colossal egoism, and imperviousness to adverse criticism
are all summed up in that amazing pronouncement. Thus
will it be seen that the three protagonists had something in
common over and above the similarity of their taste in
"subjects."
XIII
Seldom is the life of a great and good man written with such
gusto and devotion as is the biography of Dr. Knox by his
admirer and former student, Dr. Lonsdale. Dr. Knox had but
one eye, and never saw more with it than suited his con-
venience; Dr. Lonsdale, equipped with the usual number,
fails totally to see either spot or blemish in the fair character of
his hero. Yet none of us is perfect, and the partiality of the
author for his " subject" has blinded him, as we shall find, to
sundry wrinkles in the Doctor's moral make-up. At the time
of the trial, when the fierce light of publicity was turned upon
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